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ISRAEL HAY BE 


TO TAKE STRONG RETALIATORY ACTION IN RESPONSE TO SYRIAN SHELLIES 
OF ISRAELI CIVILIAN SETTLERENTS ON Tft GOLAN HEIGHTS OH FEBRUARY 


Tiff ISRAELI PRESS CLAIMS THAT THE THREE-***** HOUR SYRIA* I 
BARRAGE ALONG THE ENTIRE FRONT YESTERDAY WAS ONE OF THE HEAVIEST 
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mt Settlement has severely damaged. 

ISRAELI OFFICERS REPORTEDLY SAID THAT THE SYRIAN FIRE HAS 
PERFECTLY COORDINATED AND TIMED TO CATCH THE SETTLERS BY 
SURPRISE AND BEFORE THEY COULD SEEK COVER. ISRAELI COMMENtATORlS 
SiiCCtSTEI THAT THIS SHOWED DAMASCUS MAD MADE DELIBERATE DECISION 
TO IFFLICT MAXIMUM CASUALTIES- ACCORDING TO ISRAELI PRESS* 


ATTACKS VIOLATED A TACIT SYRlAN-ISRAtLX UNDERSTANDING THEREBY 
TEL AVIV REFRAINED FROH RETALIATORY AIR STRIKES AS LONG AS I 
DAMASCUS LIMITED ITS ATTACKS TO MB-ITARY TARGETS- THE PRESS I 
SUGGESTED THAT ISRAEL RIGHT NON RESPOND BY SEALING DAMASCUS I 
AIRPORT OR BY C0M5UCTIKC AIR RAI0S OH SYRIAN HILITARY POSITIod. 

THE ISRAELI PRESS SPECULATES THAT OARASCUS RAY HAVE LAUNCHED 
THE ATTACKS IN RESPONSE TO PRIME MINISTER HEIR’S RECENT STATE- 
4 HERTS ABOUT ISRAEL’S RETENTION OF THE GOLAN HEIGHTS AND TO 
3 PRESS REPORTS ABOUT GOVERNMENT PLANS TO START BUILDING A HEU 
3 CITY THERE- OTHER REPORTS SPECULATE IT HAY REPRESENT SYRIAN 
1 IIOSilE-ftEXIHfi PREPATORY TO HOVIRt tOBARD A OISEKCACEnCHT 
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TEL AVIV HAS SHOWN SOHE RESTRAINT IN THE PAST IN THE FACE ; 

Of SYRIAN SHELLINGS. CONTINUE® ATTACKS ON CIVILIAN SETTLCRENTS, 
PARTICULARLY IF THEY RESULT IH HORE ISRAELI CIVILIAN CASUALTIES 
ARE LIKELY TO RESULT IN A LIFTING OF THESE S.ELF-IW0SO RESTRIC- 
TIONS* THIS, IN TURN, COULD LEAD TO AN ESCALATION OF THE 
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